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DISCUSSION OF RESULTS ON SOLIDARITY            

ACTIONS WITH SOCIAL IMPACT 

Focus Group discussions 2017 

Between May and July 2017, the Solidus team conducted focus group inter-

views in all participant countries:  Cyprus, Greece, Hungary, Spain and the 

Netherlands. Activists and representatives of non-governmental organiza-

tions, solidarity organizations and municipal governments came together to 

hear the initial results of the Solidus project. The primary objective was to 

bring relevant opinion leaders and stakeholders together to discuss and vali-

date the key attributes of solidarity initiatives that generate social impact. The 

aim of this was to be able to establish policy recommendations, aiding policy-

makers in developing policies and instruments that recognize the potential of 

solidarity to achieve societal goals.  

“The Social Impact of the initiatives ensures that solidarity transcends the 

private sphere” Representative 

The Solidus team presented the common shared divers found in 90+ solidari-

ty initiatives across Europe. This included various policy areas: Housing, em-

ployment, Health, education and civic engagement. The established common 

elements shared between all successful solidarity actions were presented as 

being democracy, transparency, plurality, social and political impact, recogni-

tion, scalability and dialogic interactions. The debate that followed highlight-

ed the main barriers such initiatives face to achieve citizen participation, pri-

marily related to disenchantment. Participants agreed that in order to over-

come such barriers, a dialogic leadership is required in order to involve peo-

ple, using the individual capacities of members for the common good. 
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“Solidarities during the 
Greek Crisis” 

European Seminar  
 
 

8th—9th Feburary  
University of  
Pelponeese 

The last European Solidus se-
minar will be held in Corinth, 

Greece, 8th—9th Feburary 
2018.  

Here focus will be given to the 
lessons drawn from the five 

solidus research areas in addi-
tion to migration.  

The successful initatives found 
by the Solidus project will also 

be explored. 

 

Grants will be available 

for PHD and Masters stu-

dents to attend. More in-

formation will soon be 

provided on the Soldius 

website:  

http://solidush2020.eu 

Solidarity actions in diverse policy areas 

across Europe achieving social impact 

As part of WP2, “From local to transnational acts” the 

Solidus project has identified 64 solidarity case studi-

es throughout Europe with social impact in five policy 

areas (Civic Engagement, Education, Employment, He-

alth and housing) in 12 European countries. 

The WP2 report is now complete 

and the online case studies map has 

been created: an online, interactive 

map that allows you to view the 

solidarity projects that have been 

identified across the European 

countries. Search by location to 

find more information, such as an 

overview of the projects and their 

social and political impact. 

The solidarity projects identified by 

the Solidus project are not just di-

verse in location and policy area, 

but also in the way their nature, 

orientation and mechanisms opera-

te.  

Furthering this, projects have been 

found that operate at different le-

vels, ranging from local to Interna-

tional. These projects have been 

found all over Europe, operating in 

the different geographical regions.  

Check the case studies map out by 

visitin the Soldius website:  

http://solidush2020.eu/case-

studies/ 
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Working within Horizon 

2020 “Europe in a changing 

world: Inclusive, innovative 

and reflective societies” 

Exploring conceptually 

and empirically current 

and future expressions of 

European solidarity from 

an inter-disciplinary ap-

proach 

Led by Dr Marta Soler (UB) 

Using outputs to integrate 

them with empirical evidence 

found in a range of social 

innovation, third sector’s and 

públic management’s practi-

ce from  a comparative pers-

pective.  

Enabling EU member states, 

policymakers and acadèmics 

to learn from one oanother 

BUDAPEST EUROPEAN HOUSING SEMINAR MAY 

2017 

Analysing solidarity in the housing sector 

On May 30th 2017, the Second European Seminar on Solidarity in the Hous-

ing Sector took place at the Central European University (CEU) of Budapest 

(Hungary).  The Seminar’s aim was primarily to present the current chal-

lenges that exist within housing policy across Europe. In addition, the semi-

nar aimed to make the contributions developed by different solidarity ac-

tions in Europe visible.  

The seminar consisted of civil society members, stakeholders and policy-

makers working in the area of housing policy. A debate about accessing 

housing kicked off the event, with Orna Rosenfeld (Consultant to the UN 

Economic Commission for Europe) presenting global data on the current 

trends and changes in the housing market, drawing attention to how this 

pressure affects the current percentages of social and urgent housing that 

leads to the homelessness and social exclusion of thousands across Europe. 

“The approach in the global housing sector needs to move forward con-

tribution from competition” Orna Rosenfeld 

Following this, attendants were given the opportunity to take part in policy 

labs. Here, participants discussed the contributions of solidarity actions in 

terms of access to housing for vulnerable collectives and how these could 

be transferred to different countries via policy recommendations. 

The final part of the conference focused on how collectives can continue to 

hold on to housing when in situations of potential eviction. Discussions fo-

cused on the financial pressure of Banks and examples of solidarity initiati-

ves. This was concluded with a presentation of the Solidus project initial 

results, future objectives and how these can be transmitted to the Europe-

an Commission. 


