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On 15th May 2018, nearly 80 representatives from civil society, policy makers, researchers and EU 

officials came together for the SOLIDUS final conference at Factory 40 in Brussels. Held in collabora-

tion with H2020 funded projects TransSOL and EUengage, dialogue was opened as to how solidarity 

can be sustained in Europe. 

Three years worth of research from the SOLIDUS 

project were presented and discussed throughout 

the day, bringing together different topics of inter-

est focused on the idea of sustaining solidarity.  

Throughout the day solidarity was explored in 

different lights. Lively debates took place in regards 

to solidarity as a concept, lived experiences and its 

divers and barriers. Focus was given to the concept 

at a European, national and local level, exploring 

how it is linked and how collaborations can be 

made.  

Value was given to these discussions with the inclu-

sion of diverse speakers and participants. Research-

ers from SOLIDUS, TransSOL and EUengage were 

present to share their results, in addition to repre-

sentatives from European and national governmen-

tal institutions. Additionally numerous participants 

from various civil society organisations were pre-

sent, including Diomcoop (the cooperative of street 

vendors), the European Guide Dog federation and 

the European Network on Independent Living. A 

highlight of the event was a fishbowl discussion in 

which participants were invited to share experienc-

es and opinions leading to a fruitful discussion. 

The event was a huge success, providing an over-

view of the situation of European solidarity and 

generating exciting discussions. During a time 

where European solidarity is increasingly viewed as 

difficult, the event demonstrated evidence of soli-

darity acts, show how so sustained solidarity is pos-

sible.  



THIRD EUROPEAN SEMINAR: 

SOLIDARITY DURING THE GREEK CRISIS 
On 9th February 2018, the third European Seminar on Solidarity 

“Solidarity during the Greek crisis” was held in the University of the 

Peloponnese in Corinth. Speakers came from different fields and 

disciplines including policy makers, civil society members and aca-

demic researchers. Different themes were focused upon including 

the Greek Crisis, the Refugee Crisis, trafficking and early conclu-

sions from the SOLIDUS project. Throughout the session it was 

shown that despite times of crisis and difficulty, solidarity is pre-

sent throughout the European Union. Solidarity initiatives are very 

much present with many EU citizens actively wanting to engage 

with them.  

NATIONAL SEMINARS: 10 SEMINARS HELD  

THROUGHOUT EUROPE 

Throughout the last year, each SOLIDUS partner has held a conference in their host country. These 

events have been opportunities to share results with diverse members of the public, build partnerships 

and continue building on the understanding of solidarity. Examples of some of the themes explored are 

listed below: 

 Active citizenship 

 Solidarization during the Greek crisis 

 Solidarity’s boundaries 

 Learning from co-production 

 NGO cooperation 

 State and Civil society collaboration 

POLICY AND SOCIAL DIALOGUE COMMITTEE MEETS TO 

DISCUSS INDICATORS OF SOLIDARITY WITH IMPACT 

 On March 13th 2018 the SOLIDUS Policy and Social Dialogue 

Committee met in Barcelona to discuss SOLIDUS findings. Par-

ticipants included experts, policy makers and civil society repre-

sentatives from across the European Union.  

As part of the analysis of WP8, participants discussed the indi-

cators of successful solidarity initiatives, compiled from the 

analysis of over 110 SOLIDUS case studies.  

The session explored the toolbox suggested by the SOLIDUS team, looking at how relevant it was in the 

participants’ own experiences. This generated incredibly interesting discussions. A common theme 

throughout was the need for collaboration in egalitarian dialogue spaces. Additionally it was highlighted 

that there is a need for civil society organisations to be recognised and supported in their attempts to 

promote solidarity as they are key players in this field.  



POLICY BRIEFS 

As part of  workpackages 1, 8 and 9, the SOLIDUS team has prepared three policy briefs and a brief 
for recommendations for civil society organisations.  These briefs are based on the entirety of the 
SOLIDUS research carried out, consolidating findings and are designed to help increase solidarity and 
social and political impact in Europe in the future.  Below we summarise the main elements of these 
policy briefs. You can find more information at https://solidush2020.eu/project-deliverables-2/ 

D1.3 
In D1.3, recommendations are presented that aim to increase social inclusion and 
social security through solidarity measures at an EU and Member State level.  Rec-
ommendations  are extensive, but include the importance of funding at a European 
level, acknowledgement of spatial inequalities at a Member State level, and the 
importance of increasing collaborative and favourable relationships between civil 
society and statutory organisations.  

D1.4 In D1.4, recommendations have been presented aimed at helping civil society 
organisations achieve the greatest level of social and political impact. Emphasis 
has been given to ensure there is inclusion of end-users in decision making struc-
tures as well as women and other vulnerable groups as well as addressing reasons 
for their lack of inclusion, collaborating with groups with similar goals and other 
public sector bodies, utilising social media and engaging in creative communica-
tion and collaborating with researchers. 

D8.3 
D8.3 brings findings from WP8 and the indicators kit on social citizenship. Recom-
mendations and findings are presented that focus on how solidarity can be dealt 
with at a policy and research level, presenting indicators and qualitative criteria to 
measure solidarity, looking at areas related to both political and social impact. Fac-
tors are also presented that have been found to favour solidarity and include areas 
such as internal democracy, transparency, recognition and scalability.  

D9.2 
D9.2 is a policy brief that utilises findings from a scenario modelling process to pre-
sent recommendations for policies that can increase social security and inclusion in 
Europe in 2030. Emphasis is given to the importance of collaboration between 
different institutions, with civil society viewed as a key player in the promotion of 
solidarity, Member States providing support and resources, the European Union 
giving visibility to actions with impact and research being utilised to demonstrate 
successful actions. 

Handbook on fostering solidarity 

SOLIDUS has now produced a handbook on solidarity, designed 

to act as a useful guide to foster solidarity, focusing on providing 

civil society organisations with a useful tool and provide exam-

ples and raise issues related to solidarity in Europe. The hand-

book sheds light on the new ways in which civil society organisa-

tions can promote successful experiences and strategies to over-

come social inequalities. Essentially the aim of this handbook is 

to help civil society organisations promote effective approaches 

to achieve and sustain solidarity across Europe. Inside there is 

introductory remarks regarding what is meant by solidarity, an 

overview of the work conducted by SOLIDUS and various recom-

mendations for civil society  which include the importance of 

democracy, transparency, recognition, pluralism, performance 

legitimacy, scalability, preparedness, awareness and creating a 

sense of meaning. This handbook is to be disseminated to vari-

ous groups  over the coming months, Find the handbook on the 

SOLIDUS website, click here to see the handbook. 

https://solidush2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/D1.3-Policy-Brief.pdf
https://solidush2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/D1.4-European-Civil-society-policy-brief.pdf
https://solidush2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/D8.3-Policy-Brief.pdf
https://solidush2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/D9.2-Policy-Brief.pdf
https://solidush2020.eu/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/D10.3-Handbook.pdf

